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sewple are asking what—or whether—¢G X L Romney[ thinks
woout major issues. 4 reve: aling study of the man and his views

\ , '
™R hether he is stump-speaking,
wind-sprinting or visiting Vietnam
(opposite), Romney’s cncrgy is vast.
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Puray iCs his busy sehedule—
.ﬂr(uul\ get.ing tight right up
1o, and poss |bl}A Fd g‘
Sepublican 1()llllﬂdlIO'ﬂ n
~—k;m it’s also a certain rigidity
v he man hirasell, At least, dur-
ing long months of trailing after

Covernor George Romne), m

search just of the present man,

noy necessarily the next Presi-

dent, the only way I ever found -
wo cateh him anything like alone
with his thoughts was to move up

around 6 o’clock one winter morn-
g and stay with him for two
chllly miles as hie ran his lonely

~onstitutional over the icy wind-
ings of the country elub out back

i his Bloomfield Hills, Mich.

. l](;.de.

{u that freezing dark before the
iretroit dawn, settled most com-
{fortably into his own exertions,
he seemed, ironically, to relax for
once—to let up a little. Not that
anything very carth-shaking got
said., JIL sets a4 mean pace, that
man~—four wind sprints over ice-
caked macadam, and it would’ve
been six, he threatened, if we’d
Leen able to break throngh the
snow on the buried links—so
there wast’t much breath left for,

chitchat. But.what did get said
was at least minus that grandilo-
quent waflling that so often con-
founds what he utters, not only’
at a press conference on Vietnam,
but across the table during what
should be casy banter about the
simplest human concerns. In fact,
nobody can sound more like the
public George Romney than the
real George Romney let loose to™
ramble, inevitably away from the
point and toward some distant

moral precepl. So it was actually -+
areliel 1o be finally at his elbowin .

_circumstances that didn’t allow

“him  his expansive andintimi-
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never

-out with somchody else,” Lenore

ical campaign he has undertaken
since. “Nothing is more impor-
right girl, and doing it early,” he’s
pronc lo say. As usual, he en-
tered as something of an under-
dog—Lenore’s family was a large
social cut above his own strait-
ened circumstances—and he had
to get a friend to ask her for their
first date. “People won’t believe
it now,” the governor admits,

: . “but T was really a shy person.”
hard on his outside shoulder at .

Soon enough, however, he’d
set a sicge lo her that hc scems
to have lifted. “I don’t
think it was me,” she claims,
thinking back over their ecarly
courtship. “I think he would have
done it with anybody he decided
to concentrate on.” Back in 1929,
he even passcd up a briel try at
college, the University of Utah,
in order to pursuec Lenore—first
to Washington, D.C., where she’d
just finished up George Washing-
ton Universily, then to New York
City, where she went to study
acling, and then to Hollywood,
where he finally talked her out
of an impcnding starlet’s con-
tract and into marrying him.

“My mother insisted that 1 go

remembers—and sometimes she
did, while George paced the edge
of the dance floor “like a police
dog,” and once cven phyhlcally
carried her off it when he de-
cided she’d danced long enough
with that other [fella—*but I
never met anybody who had that

forcelul personality.”

“ It is undeniably there, operat-
ing almost physically upon all
those who work around him. No-
body on his stalf, for instance—
a group of somewhal naive young
men in their 30s, a number of
them out of various Michigan

political science departments—

73 EA :
%ut then thereis another voung

man named Richard Headlee, an

Réaeasbdzdelimmﬁmewhﬂh’vs -06749ROD0FA0A50003-Bociales,

who frankly says he became a
convert’” to Romney’s Mormon

" religion “mainly because he out-

seems Lo have been told to go.get '

in decent shape. But, as his ad- |

minisirative assistant, Albert A,
Applegate, says, “1le pushes him-
sell so hard, he doesn’t have to
push you. You push yourself.”
Applegate has given up smoking,
and other staff men have started
running early in the morning, or
using the noon hour for a quick

swim. Partly it’s defensive, the .

only way to keep up with the gov-
ernor’s carly morning momentum.
“If you’ve stayed in the sack un-

til 10 minutes before coming to

the office,”

lectual, “‘forget about it!”

ran me.” Apparently llcadlee

started with Rommney down a
long corridor in Detroit’s huge
‘auditorium, Cobo lall, one af-

"ternoon, still fecling 25 years the

governor’s junior, and ended up
in mear geriatric collapse. With
the governor, ol course, still go-
ing strong: “There was this Polish
band there. e grabbed my wife,

" Mary, and started polka-ing with

her. Then he shook hands with

all the kids. And then he went

out and delivered a speech. I was
still sitting there, panting. I fig-
ured I had to do something.”
Ileadiee was visited by two Mor-
mon missionarics who offered to
pray for him in his efforts to quit
smoking. lle did quit, and even-
tually joined the church, still
flabbergasted by his cxemplar’s
stamina, “This is something that
Nixon and Johnson have never
reckoned with,” he warns.

It would be unfair, however, to
picture Romney’s lorcefulness as

merely strenuous Christianizing.

Moward Hallas, a long-time pub-
lic relations man for American
Molors, and not a man likely to
be out doing road work at dawn,
secs the governor as a kind of

Henry TFord plus Wendell Will-

kie. “ITe was the first business-

man I’d ever met who made me
feel T had to go home and get all’
my college ideals ont of the trunk
in the attic where I’d left them
long ago.” he says. But it was
the administrative acuily accom-
panying the idealism that im-
pressed him most about Rom-
ney. This combination, lHallas
belicves, is what really brought
a foundering automobile compa-
ny back into aggressive competi-
tion with the giants from 1958

to 1962. Ilallas shakes his head

~over the doubts that are some-

. trouble is that the press doesn’t
" believe he’s for real. Whether he’s

times leveled at Romney’s capaci-
ties for larger leadership: “The

- right or wrong, he’s for real.”

says Dr. Walter D. : e
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But when it comes time to ask
Romney himself just how he’s
for real, the difliculties start. The

right words elude him, and in -

their place come platitudes, pie-
d talk about “fundamen-
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tal basie relationships™ that sim-
=iy ffustrate nequiry. He seems
to know he has a p‘rA)l)lcm. "§lj
don’t consider mysell .PB!!IPLY(Q-
larly  eloquent individual. D’
really only effective when I’'m
talking about something [ really
vetieve in.” tle prefers “rather
plain terms,” and will desert his
written text whenever he feels he
isn’t “gelling into things deeply
enough.” 1le believes people lis-
ten to him “not because of the
words I’'m using, bul because I
have something to say.”

All this makes it hard to pin
down the exact shape of his be-
liefs. Some of his pel idcas—"a
tithe of time,”” which is his Mor-
mon way of asking Youth to
Serve; “consumerism,” a theory

that the American cconomy is

really controlled by the buyer,
not the capitalist; “a second
chance for the states,” which is
his hope for a viable and ereative
federaiism—arce politically cour-
ageous bui, at least the way he
putls them, terribly vague, even
cranky. He hates to be positioned
any where specifically in the left-
to-right political spectrum. “1
was doing okay,” he once said,
truculently, “until somebody
started cailing me a ‘liberal-mod- .
crate.”” 1le denies any and all

such labels. If Lic is with the lib-

erals on civil rights and against .
political extremism, he is with the

conservalives on sound fiscal poli- .
cy and against centralized fed-
eril controls. And typically, his

mneech at lartlord, Conn,

Vietnam left him neither a ha(\)vrll<
nor a dove. It was a patriotic an-
nouncement, backing the present
U.S. military commitment, that
stiil Teft him what he calls “my
options”—a political mobility
which he zealously protects. !

But, for all this fuzziness, there
is still no doubt where at least:
the seat of his belief lies. Of all:

clearly felt, more “what I really :

believe,” than a talk he gave one’
Sunday morning in Anchorage,

Alaska-—and the occasion is im- !

portaat—to a conference. of his:
fellow Mormons in their “stake
building.” 11c was speaking with-
in ehurch ritual, as Brother Rom- i
e, «rj;\;ixlg testimony to his faith!

: ,\L..ﬁ_ [ ¥ e ] B . i
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in the Church of Jesus Christ ol
Latter-day Saints, and he fairly

evange Crvor.

- "To whalever extent I’ve un-
i(lcxrslood the Mormon religion,”
'says lidward L. Cushman, a di-
‘rector of American Motors and
an Lpiscopalian, pointing lo a
“row of books he’s read on the Lat-
" ter-day Saints, “I’ve understood
George better. Everything starts
"with that, and ends with that.”

) .

i Qomney has the deepest faith
in what must be one of the world’s
most  fundamentalist rcligions.

. There is a saying that it is very
‘hard to be a Mormon, or, as a
Mormon prefers to call himself, a
Saint. And, indeed, anyone look-
ing into the beliefs of the chureh,
however cursorily, cannot help
.but wonder at the immense sal-
vational task the Saints have as-
sumed, at the demands their faith
makes of them, and consequently,
at the individual burden that
George Romney, has taken up.
Essentially, the Saints believe
they have been directed by God
to bring what they call “the Re-

_stored Gospel” to aworld that has

_fallen into total corruption, cven
“in its other leading Christian re-
‘ligions. The particular Christian-
ity that the Saints preach stems
from a separate and nonscripturdl-
_appearance they belicve Christ
‘made upon the American conti-

* nent after the Ascension.

At that time, they say, Christ
preached Ilis Gospel to a people
.descended from one of the Lost
i Tribes of Israel that supposedly
‘crossed the ocean to this land in
660 B.C. The only record of this
~ministry, and much clse of later
theological importance, was con-
.tained in tablets of gold left in a
“cave in I[ill Cumorah near Pal-

the specches I heard him deliver l _nllymA’ N'lYMIn l!]e carly. (118_005’
this past winler, none was 1more i the Angel Morom appeared to a

-youth named Joscph Smith and
direcied him to the secreted

¢ Tlis father suffered four differ-

has memories of poverty on a
potato farm in Idaho. It didn’t
grieve him much when the family
moved to Salt Lake City.

That city, of course, is where
-Brigham Young brought the
Saints overland from Nauvoo, Ill.
after the assassination of Prophet
llh, and_it_is here that Ro

so clearly a part of the long, stern

to various Mormon communities.

ent bankruptcies, and Romney
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history of the Gathering, as 1t18
called. During a short visit there

2604114117 CHA'RDP70FdeRUB0HBBHBY. 4o

me predawn arou
the Temple Square district to the

spots where he’d gone to school,

courted Lenore and found at last
something like roots. Right across
from the Temple used to be

Latter-day Saints Lligh School: -

“When I was in my senior year,

a friend neminated me for stu-
dent body president, and Lenore

was running for vice president.

She’d always been a class oflicer,
and I hadn’t. But I won, and she
lost. 1 finally asked eomebody

why, and he said, ‘We figured if
you were elected, and she were,

she’d end up running the class.””

We walked around past the
football ficld, an excavation now :

—*T tried to be an athlete. Wow,
I tried. I went out for football
when I only weighed 105 pounds”
—then to the monument raised
to the sea gull, a savior of the
Saints’ crops on one occasion, ac-
cording to Mormon history.

“The sea gulls came and ate
the crickets and then disgorged
into the lake, and returned again
and again,” Romney said. ““When
I grew up here, I knew people
who’d seen them.”

We entered Temple Square and ‘

suddenly he turned and began
counting something off on his fin-
gers—theologies: “There are only
three basic Christian positions.
Catholic, which is authority from

"Jesus Christ. Then there are the

~from the Catholics.

various Protestants who broke
And then
there’s the restored authority,

-which is the Latter-day Saints.

The Book of Mormon, all it is is
further proof of Christ’s divinity.
There’s all this effort to make
Him into just a man, but the
Book of Mormon shows He actu-
ally appeared on this continent.”

Down a winding path we came
to a statue out of Mormon his-
tory, the straining figure of a

Saint pulling a handcart, with
all his earthly belongings, across
the barren mid-continent to the

- promiged land. “That’s how my

.maternal grandmothet came

~ here,” be said, with pride. “She

was only 13, and she walked be-

hind her father’s cart all the way.”
Then he turned and pointed up -

to a slender golden sentinel atop
one of the Temple spires, the An-

.  gel Moroni with his long trumpet
75-00149R000700050003-0
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raised to the mountains, like a

“buited suaray. He began to tell
we about Moroni, and Ay
i realized 1 was listening to the
three-time governor of Michigan
expdain 1o me why angels don’t
have wings:

*We don’t belicve angels have
wings. Cod created man in His
image, and Jesus said, *“The Father
ix in Me. So why would God
ercate something more than man,
something more than Himself?”
Moroni is a “resurrected being,”
not a ercature of flight. 4

bigesved

In that early matinal light, it
made a delightful kind of sense,

and more than that, 1 began to

see why Romney is capable some- |

times of making statements that
‘arc almost cascs of overbelief.
All candidates, for instance, at

onc Lime or ﬂl]OlllCl' express some - :

measure of {aith in the Constitu-
tion of the United States, but
Romney refers to that document
as ““divinely inspired.” e means
it literally, following a Mormon
teaching that the U.S. hae been

singled out by God for a special

providence. ie never discusses

this very directly, but First Coun-

sclor Hugh B. Brown told me:
*“We helieve that God is in charge
of this worid, and that this is a
choice land, and so this docu-
ment must have 1lis divine bless-
ing. No man has within himself

the wisdom to set forth such .
inspired truths without divine

guidance.”

America’s greatness crops up time
and again as the one reverberat-
ing certainty in Romney's often
hazy political pronouncements.
it is also casy to scc it as the
s arce of his instantancous anger

the morning he picked up the pa- '
per; nothing could have run more .

counter to that faith than what
had been disclosed about CIA
operations. And it is right in this

damentalism touches day-to-day

American democracy. It is hard =

wn atis  providential, faith in

Fs&?ﬂdgfeggglé;g@

10 say that the WO CoLus am ws
flict, however, for the governor
nd his country
as TCEpPré
mythic heritage.
Romney simply has that
unique ability of a Saint Lo see -
this land as both free and divine,

~ and he does not bother to trim his

vision to suit any elaborate worry .
over the separation of church and
state. I1e told 'an Anchorage au-
dience, for instance, that he was
proud 1o say that it was a Michi-
gan congressman who propoecdi

" that- the phrase under God” be

inserted into the Pledge of Alle-
giance to the flag. He says he
wants “‘a clear-cut separation be-
tween church and state,” that he
agrees, for cxample, with the Su-
preme Court decision against

“state-prepared prayer. But Ive’ .
never sech any harm in some gen- .
cral cxpression of devotion, as: '
long as it was spontancous. Its i,

the foundation of American life. '

I think that the religious princi- "

ples that helped shape our nation i;

should properly be taught, as
part of our history.” .
“T,00k,” he launches forth

more generally. “You wipe out ..

the concept of a universe founded
by our Creator, and then there’s
no yardstick. Then there’s just
individual opinion. Khrushchev

Adae L ’Ilul] B —
no question of his cver yiclding
his own prerogatives on any

A20070 Gl MeRDR.Z5:00449R0GOF 000500060

General Authoritics take a politi-
cal stand. The Saints believe,
above all, in free agency; and
Romney is emphatically, even
stubbornly, a free agent, dcter-
mining his own course. Ile has
made abundantly clear his politi-
cal disagreement with such ultra-
conscrvalivcsasAsttlcEzrﬂTa'ft

Benson and his son, Reed Benson, )

a John Birch Society representa- -

tive. And on the racial issue, while
he must aceept his church’s theo-
logical position on the Negro, he
has probably done more than

any other Republican in the area .

of «ivil rights, and over a longer
_ period of time.

*I{ my church prevented me in
any way from dedicaling mysclf
to the climination of social injus-

. the case,” he answercd a Negro
minister’s doubls at a mecting of
the Salt Lake Ministerial Associa-

! tion, a Protestant group. e be-

x|

' Tlieves he should be judged by his

actions, ‘‘not on someone’s idea
- of what the precepts of my reli-
gion are.” And he can point to the

' Negro vote in Michigan, which
1 : * has increased from 119, to 35%
.did a very clever thing when he ‘| in his favor during his three gu-

. A ' . s
was here at the Nauonal Press berna-[orlal calnpalgns’ as Pl’OOf

Club. IIe began, tComrades!’

" that he is being so judged.

Then he stopped and said, ‘No,

excuse me, you don’t call each
other ‘Comrade’ here in the Unit-

“ed States, do you? Gentlemen!’

So the whole world got the idea
that we didn’t believe in com-
radeship. But our relationship is
not that of gentlemen, Ltisn’t the
Communists’ cold concept of

comradeship either. Js brothers

and sisters, isn’t it? We have @
commion creed. And il you once
move away from that basic erced
—that ‘rock,” as Lincoln called

; - the Declaration of Independence
area, not in any matter of prayer : .
or fasting, that his religious fun- - i

—the minute you move away
from that, you're into the quick-
sands of just man’s opinion.”
This is a politics of zeal that
gocs well beyond the usual work-
ings of government—certainly of
state government—but, still and
all, what’s important to remem-
ber is that it represents a devout
mind, not in any way a captive
mind. George Romney may con-
sider himself the servant of God,

¢ would wish his church’s position

i

i
i

i on the Negro’s right Lo the priest- |
T hood to change, if that were theo-

| ple don’t understand this, 1f my
i
1

tice and discrimination, I would .
not belong to it—but that is not

" &]so, it is clear that Romney

i logically possible: “A lov of peo- *

church were a church where you

' could do something aboul it, un-
dertake to politic in some man-
| ner, Butmy church just isn’t that
1 kind of a church.” 1t would re-
| quire a revelation through the
:| present Prophet, David O. Me-

'Kay, to open the priesthood to
{the few Negro Mormons who
“Ipresently exist, and First, Coun-
'sclor Brown warns, T think it
,|would be detrimental to him for
-ﬁthc church to come out with a
“revelation right now. It would
""have a reverse effect’’—i.e., that
| of appearing to revise God’s word

“ito assist a possible candidacy.

he_is the. inst tof ‘I And finally, th
Approved For Bgleé’ﬁ:?rgﬁﬁ(ﬁ}’l%ﬁ r&nﬁﬁ&P7%@MMTﬁQ&u
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Q3-Pithin
'the tightly knit Mormon cormr-
munity, his middle years wert

could get the bishops together
- and discuss this, then maybe |
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coe as aowidely traveled, hard- page ads. "It got to be such ek
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ness g(l)mm,uniLL I Fi‘ erican "ulsll-._ tomotive official. Stil] “when he - can legislature and six-time Dem-
(h/c prodﬁct o f);'m C]l?ul:c;:lg;djcy‘ left in 1963 for the ‘"0V70rnor%hip ocratic Governor G. Mennen W l;-
» i . i \ - oL i to become a mod-
sus Christ of Latter-day Saints, there were current assets of over . liams, a chance to be

o s : o - o ality —
. he is ultimately just as much the 5110 million in the company’s ' M Eeo]mca] msnm::cnml )
;) woduct of Americ Motors, Lreasurv. . that “sccond chance” he often
I ' wcod mot N As lorthedebacle thatoceurred  holds out for other states in his

H?"cg;l piroduced not ?nly the at American Motors alter his de- speeches on creative federalism.
“'(:’n:“:gzj’aulcpﬁgﬁlcney himsell 10 ~ parture—a str:aight down}vvar d e worked hard to bri.ng thom a
“In 1954, Cushx.nan asks rhe- ' pcrformance: since %963’ with a consli Lutionalconvcnuon. in 1960,
toricaily “who’d ever Lcard of loss of over $12 million last year and he then fought diligently
oo R 9% TT —all Romney will say is,“I{ T had and successfully to see that the
(.'f(,) ‘igﬁ .Roml{cy " I.I ¢'d held sev- [ remained, T would have followed | new constitution included a per-
;li)‘jtl ucx:inclr 52:21;111\1;?1!(;?:]‘}77,.2;? | a different produc’t, program than manent civil rights commisgion.
dent of Nush-]zelvir:zuor’ Il)ﬁrcd | the present one. By that he In fact, out of Con Con, as the
him in 1948 did he lay a h,'md on pl.‘ob.ably means lio would have convention was chIIC(l, came !he
: pal e gy . - continued along much ﬂ_‘e same political base for his first campaign
any real executive power. _Slx .way he was going. The irony is ' for governor in 1962.
Jears lach:, when Mason died 4‘Lhaunany automobilc people, ap- ‘ And as a candidate, again he
! L.cr (‘:r?aung Amerf can Motors - parently inside American Molors innovated. lle went directly after
(f)(f)im(r)xf: “ b::r;ilngxil Ll:v(: ll};r]’ilj‘dso::’ as well as out, were not alto’gct!ler © the labor vote, going so far as to
heraldcfi ncw(prcsidcnt Oiga l):u'uc: cmnfortabl_e 7v1tll. Romney’s kind barge in on rallies and de‘mand. to
ly waheralded new automob%le - of suceess. His triumph had come be hicard. It was almost like being
S ‘ - at the expense of industrial fellow- on the street corner again, argu-
;l?-!?kpgny L}‘mf hzlldlalrcfa%y fecling in Detroit. . ing with hecklers. Gus Scholle,
.‘f,. cE up a first-year loss of § .1 . “le did become a bit of a pari- ' head of Michigan’s AFL-CIO,
miifion. That he }.)roughc Ameri- ah,” a close acquaintance recalls, finally reached a point whero h.
can Motors ﬁhfack in .ﬂve years to e coneod he was being excom- - reportedly said of his own mien,
a profit of $60 million Was con~ - phunicated from the halls of in- “I can’t let you talk to rhem,
,CCdCd’ Li:f-cn in the tough-minded dustry.” So, once he was gone, - ‘George. You'll snow them.”.
:\u::,?,]::. Iﬂfr‘lzldc“::;l}’o :0{ lbc 11,) ;)Lh Amwerican Motors, unhappy inits And whenhe won, Romney once
§ e oo ﬁ(rst l(f pretly damn Bnubb?d’ prosperity, reverted to  again sought to perform gocd i
o ° With reall . litde tool; Detroit’s complete-line-of-cars ok, “Ie got far morc ‘spe- ‘
", :»chirlld hicrill {oviffljilldllfu(;cﬁ) %i‘nf syndrome and sank toward lower . cial-ntcrest labor legislation,’ if
e f cars, Romn L sales‘as rapidly as it did into con- : . you want to call it that, passed
::;lgs;:)IlQLa()l Séon > c]y szfn .(-m 2 formity. Romney could only look . than Williams ever did,” says Ad-
compaer T CHEAN on in shocked silence, since e ., yyinistrative Assistant Applegate,

publie to “the compact” —a veh-
cle that could be operated cco-
nomically, that wouldn’t change
style radieally every year, and
would therefore always have a
high resale value, and that lim.

was completely disaffiliated from :
the company by his new pub-
lic career.

referring to the minimum-wage
bill and the construction-safety
law, both enacted during Rom-
ney’s first term. He pushed Michi-
gan forward, ilonly alittle way, in
education, hospitals and welfare,

A

hat career, meanwhile, pro-

:‘Llcl::cfs;gz;r;zize fdoi)-:xisl svocllxidnﬂl‘:' ceeded ahead 'with his usual ree- |, taking advantage of every federal
oot in the “aneea I .- ord of starding successes. ITe = | program of aid to the states that
yiest I the gas-gusziing dm0~.§ moved onward and upward | he could. Beyond all this, he ap-
?liursf(—li\orr}ncy 3 own p]-l rase. . through ever-increasing guberna- ‘ pointed more Negroes to high and
‘x‘u?ii ’zzgc:crzct%?gd 3’5:10 ?:I%l:': torial maj_oritics——Sl.!L%' of the : visible state office than any pre-
brakes, ete., and ,thenla roﬁt}.’ | total vote in 1962, 56'3% n 1964‘9 " | vious governor. The state, though
slmn’nr: cont,ract with the UPAW . 61‘4% in 1966—to_solid presi- . still in a fiscal muddle, at least
\Vhi]ebinstiuuinn e in.n o.v a. i dential lxopc.fulncss. In fact, some - hears the strong impress ot s
ions, Romney :Iso managed 1 ) I polls show .hlm as 'tl}c victor over reforming tendencies.
}Z:~in;r’b;lck a d)efunct N l;gc du; every P?SSlblc candidate, includ- . 1yt already, while still main-
as thi: Iiumhlcr AmericaéilS innllz))SS - ing President Jolnson z.md lj(obcrt taining a peak of na lional. popu-
an automotive resurrection he’s’ I .Kemlcdy. But despite his san- larity he har@ly behe'vcs lnmscl!_',
proud to say, “that had 1’1ever guine prospects, there lurks a dl?- -and after having carried .chubh-
been done l)cf’orc.” tinet P‘)s,s‘b‘l'_t)’ that the RPPUbh' ,can Senator Rf')hcrt Grlﬂin. and
lie did admil‘.Lchy ersonalize can party will react to it, an.(ll ﬁvenewRepu.b]lca.nCo_ngrcssmnal
the Coml,mny to a I;F ¢ extent him, exactly ”.1‘3 same way Ameri- . icandidates wrt'h him in .Lhc 1.966
even speakin t 8 id .7 can Motors did, i Michigan elections, theré are signs
™ P § Out 85 prosident in Indeed, there are some curious that grander Republican politi-
u o paralle]s between his business ca- cians—and not rcactionaries, but
e reer and his political career. In the ‘moderates—find him a little un-
“IEE late "50s he entered public life, comfortable to be with. Ilis in-
Y 5 1967 once again as Some_'thing of an " dependence irritates them. .IIe |
il evangel, through his nonparti- “doesn’t share their fellow feeling ‘ /

san Citizens for Michigan. ITe . for the Grand Old Party. He is ]
was on another mission, this 1j 1 : an p :
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Miajor party leaders have been
out to Lansing to lecture him
sierndy for acting “‘like a provin-
ciai” in pis campaign so far, and
some have finally thrown up their
ilands at what they can only see as
his sanctimoniousncss in dealing
with issues and people. Gover-
nor Nelson A. Rockefeller, for
one, is both hovering near him

«nd hounding him from afar,

\/Tor Rockefeller has alrcady had
enough experience with ithe man
0 know his intransigence. An in-
cident between these two at the
1964 Republican convention tells
a lot about Romney’s effect on
his fellow pariy members.

Rommey refused to join Rocke-
feller in {raming a mutual resolu-

sion on -ivil rights. Not that he -

disagreed. It was simply that he

didn’t want to be in anybody

else’s entourage, much as he nev-
er iikes to be a signatory to some-
body else’s blanket resolve. He
" hadt his own civil rights resolution.
As hie waltked ap to the rostrum to
osier it with the full brimstone of
iiis liberal ire, he passed Rocke-

jeller, who said to him, “Gcorge, -
you really are a damn loner,

aren’t you?”

That’s.about the size of it. Un-
derneath all that moral rearma-
ment, all that gregariousness, all

unat thunderclap energy, there is

a confirmed loner. The only one

\'k..:\‘,'. -
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. @n a fact-seeking visit to Vietnan
with- other governors.in. November.
1965, Romney (foreground) and Gov-

. ernor Clifford Hansen of Wyouing
talk to troops in Phan Thiet province.

who is really close to him, in any

important way, is Lenore, and’

together they are really his polit-
ical tcam. She often speaks [rom
the same platform with him, and
he always says she is a hard act to

“follow—and she is. There she

~ stands, petite, the mother of four

grown children, gracefully re-
calling a few sudden right words,

- her eyes shining with a light like

“dew on blue steel. With perfect

“The Name of the Game is
Winning” reads the motto on

. his most recent campaign litera-
" ture, and Romney has lcarned his
skills at it in the adversity of a
normally Democratic state with"
|| ahuge labor vote, lic has brought’
“i forth voter support from barren
 election districts much the way
ithe Saints brought forth sus-:
tenance out of the Western des-
“ert. And he has done it with the

" timbre, she lists off several moral hard work and persistence that

‘imperatives: “People say to me,, is creedal in the Saints’ life style, -
*We don’thave to do these things,” resorting to methods as simple, -

and T say to them, ‘What about
the “have-to” right here?” ” And
her hand just touches her heart,
the way nobody ever gets it right
in the movies. Then her husband
rises to speak the patriarchal
truth about the Great Society,
calling it “the Great Facade,”
warning against it as though it

i weré some cheap carnival come

to town to bilk all the good citi-

- zens. Then they both depart,
. bearing certainties that would

‘

' choke a leviathan.

This simply isn’t customary

- politics. In fact, none of Rom-
' ney’s «ualities—his religiosity,

_his carly rising, his loner’s inde- :

pendence, his strong desire to
confront the opposition, his in-
novating temperament and, ul-

" timately, this {amilial piety that
‘he and Lenore sharc—none of
. them are what Republicans are

used to embracing in their candi-
dates. Still, the irony is that he
is the one man among them who
has ‘most success{ully overcome
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rand yet as impressive and start-
'ling, as that Mormon handcart— -
{ anything that would humanly get
vhim there. As his executive as- -
: sistant, DeVries, says, he is “an
?expcrimenter,” and he himself
. loves to quote the motto carved

in concrete over the American
Motors Building: “I’ve Thought
of a Better Way.” Iis staflis kept
“loosely organized so no formal
channels will constrict or impede
 the flow of possible better ideas.
"¢ avoid any committec struc-
ture, any filtered operation,” he’
says. L try to keep the situation |
open, so Lhat ideas reach me.”
~ Any number have, and out of.
* these he has formed novel cam-
paign tactics that reaflirm a sense
of community during his election-
ecring, that put him right in
. touch with an clectorate which .
! seems to be just plain tired of
“feeling alienated. 1le has found1
. a better way, if not to enlighten |
 the critical mind, at least to reach |
i the uncomfortable common heart. .

continded
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< in 1966, for example, Romney
made use o what were called

“Thome  Hee, {quaiipprovedikor

gave us a lot of satisfaction,” he
suys. “They had the virtue of
store fronts, but you didn’t need
w2 stafl them with volunteers.”
Yery simply, what happencd was
tiiat 150 different families in the
Detroit area opened up their
homes as local headquarters for
the Rommney campaign. Litera-

the family, usually the mother,
stuyed by the telephone to re-

ceive local questions and to ecall

into eentral headquavters for an-

swers. And finally a party was
iseld at each of the Home Ilead-
quarters with the governor in-

 that American Motors is in trou-

cvitably appearing to sip juice,

mect the folks, check in with the
kitchen help, and generally ele-
vate the lady of the house about
a dozen social notehes in her
neighbors’ estimation.

'TT
. 4es checked Back over one day’s .

route through these [fome ITead-
quarters, and although I did not
Zain any greater insight into the
confused patiern of his thinking,
I certainly saw everywhere the
cavages of that forceful personali-
iy. «f there is any question as to
wiiy Romney almost carried De-
+.-oit and made inroads into oth-

< awecudly Democratic areas, or

40 o zast what it is that makes
+i ey —despite his sanctimoni-
Gooucss or his fuzziness or his

. .“" " automatically become
ture was spread around the din- - Y

ing-room table. One member of " .
> ‘ £ the foreign-born feel Romney is a

ments with Negroes about the

RAfeasD 2004/42m7s E1AURDIP75-00149R000700050003-0
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1em, 'Y ou musin’(
be very familiar with our own
Bible.” ”” '

Mis. Charlotte Smith, a former
Polish refugeec who entertained
some 200: “I'm trying to explain
to foreign-born people not to be
ashamed to be a Republican.
They come to this country and
Demo-
crats, then stick to it blindly. But -

self-made man. The common peo-
ple, they admire him for what he
did at American Motors. Now

ble again, they feel even more :
that he is the man who knows ,
how to do it.”

And Jerry Kohn, a Jew who ;
had a hundred people drop by his .

house: “It wasn’t just a gimmick
with me. I’'m sincerely devoted
to the carcer of George Romney.

. IIe has class written all over him,

stubbornness—probably the most
devastating campaiguer the Re- !

publicans have in their ranks,

liese are three reactions:

irs. Theodore S. Greene, a Ne- ¢
2v0, who had 60 people at her

party: I was really shocked that
it wasn’t hard to sell him to Ne-
groes. I just don’t think people
question him much any more.
You can just look around him
and sec he has some very out-
standing Negroes in some very
high jobs. Yes, I had some argu-

-y & 1967
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and the fact that he took on the
giants and whipped them. Ile’s
only approaching his potential.
'l tell you, we’re just little peo-
ple, but we have a tremendous
capacity for work il they want us.

“lle radiates. Ile is the most
electable man”—and Mr. Kohn
paused for a slight frown, one

I have seen on many a face—
*“if he can only get his thoughts

together.”

T




